Tidy Towns Competition 2024

Adjudication Report

Centre: Doon - Dun Bleisce Ref: 717
County: Limerick Mark: 333
Category: B Date(s): 22/06/2024
Maximum Mark Mark
Mark Awarded 2023 Awarded 2024
Community — Your Planning and Involvement 80 46 47
Streetscape & Public Places 80 46 47
Green Spaces and Landscaping 80 40 41
Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality 55 40 41
Sustainability — Doing more with less 55 18 18
Tidiness and Litter Control 90 61 62
Residential Streets & Housing Areas 55 38 39
Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes 55 38 38
TOTAL MARK 550 327 333

Community — Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanail agus Rannphairtiocht:

“Failte chuig Comoértas Na mBailte Slachtmhara SuperValu don bhliain 2024. Taimid buioch daoibh as ucht na
hiontrala a chur chugainn, agus guimid gach rath ar bhar gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mér Dun Bleisce. The
Doon committee is commended on the amount of organizational work that they have undertaken over the past
number of years. You have now engaged in partnership with a large range of other interested agencies, including.
Limerick City and County Council, Ballyhoura Development, The Historical Society, Mens Shed, Rural Services and
the Social Farm, GAA to name but a few. It is encouraging to read that you are supported by local business and
have received assistance from village residents. Well done on the special project at the atmospheric church
grounds. It is very encouraging to note that you engage with your local schools in relation to their Green School
programme and that you have arranged a designated contact at the school. The secondary school now provides
some plants for Tidy Towns and this is a significant achievement. Communication through Social Media, the Web
and the more traditional media outlets, including the Limerick Leader, is having the desired effect and is obviously
reaching out to your community effectively.

Streetscape & Public Places / Sraid-Dreach & Aiteanna Poibli:

Doon, like many other Irish towns and villages, has a substantial number of street properties no longer in use for
their original purpose. The centre retains a strong urban form and is laid out in a pattern of distinct, identifiable areas
that include religious, educational, commercial, sporting and natural amenities. The core area retains a good
number of traditional commercial buildings which have a strong urban character. Have traditional streetscapes
meriting preservation or conservation been listed? It was good to note that there was a planning notice at the old
Convent and that you are anticipating that work will commence shortly here. Perhaps the committee would contact
Limerick City and County Council with a view to having an inventory of protected structures carried out.
Richardsons Butchers and Moores have attractive presentations and appropriate colour schemes with well
considered signage. Nearby, Patrick Ryan has a magnificent presentation and colour scheme and this historic
premise illustrates all the characteristics that merit long term protection. Well done on your contact with the council
in relation to the clearance of derelict buildings and you are commended on your actions in this regard. The GAA
complex was presented to a very high standard, with an attractive bright colour scheme, and they are to be
complimented on the Irish signage at the entrance. St. Patricks Church and all of your impressive schools again
had excellent presentations. At the contemporary designed Scoil NaTrionoide it is worth reiterating that here is an
opportunity to create a tree lined avenue and to provide an increased visual enhancement and softened sense of
enclosure along the entrance road.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spasanna Glasa agus Tirdhreachu:



Last year’s adjudicator outlined a good number of ideas and projects to consider under this category. Well done on
the previously mentioned works at the church. We note your strong maintenance program spread throughout the
environs and indeed the new planting to the front of the Brothers of Charity building. At Main Street, floral container
displays were admired and looked well.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dulra agus an Bhithéagsulacht i do cheantar:

Thank you for including the three schools’ reports with your entry. It is delightful to read how proactive they are in
this category. The secondary school, Scoil Triondide Naofa, proposes to team up with An Taisce LEAF programme
which aims to “instil in students a sense of ownership of the natural world that surrounds them.” The Biodiversity
trail at Scoil Triondide Naofa, with its educational information boards and its timber sign constructed by the school’s
woodwork department, is a wonderful initiative not just for these pupils but also for the 130 primary students who
were brought on a tour. The planting of 50 native saplings by this school’s T.Y. horticulture class, the “No Mow
May” and the move towards pollinator friendly planting are initiatives also reflected in the Convent National School
report, showing achievements towards their 10th Green Flag and how this is incorporated into their curriculum. The
GAA Club also plans to pursue this agenda, has joined the Green Clubs Programme and has made a good start by
availing of the professional advice of a qualified ecologist on the protection of natural habitats. Doon Tidy Towns
committee is well aware of the importance of nurturing lifelong skills in their young people so that they acquire
sensitivity, skills and expertise towards conservation and environmental concerns. Your 5-year plan outlines many
ways to protect local biodiversity and halt further habitat loss.

Sustainability — Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Méran ar an mbeagan:

Doon Social Farm is an amazing organic farming project. It is inspiring that local pupils can visit, learn and that T.Y.
students also volunteer. Here, the legacy of the old convent school, garden and farm continues as a wellness
centre and supplies the tidy towns committee with flowers. Scoil Triondide Naofa also supply flowers from their
polytunnel. Encouraging the community to appreciate the rich, natural, wildlife heritage in your environs is crucial.
Sharing knowledge and spreading information is vital. Social media offers an ideal opportunity to communicate the
work and activities of Doon Tidy Towns committee, and you are very much to the fore in this regard. Again the
schools exemplify relevant projects to raise awareness of the necessity of living a sustainable lifestyle. The Convent
National School report, attached to your entry form, shows the pupils here participating in WOW, COW and SOW
(walk, cycle and scoot to school). The Parent’s Council at CBS run a Cash for Clobber collection. This is a great
fundraiser but also raises awareness of the virtues of recycling. At CBS the green school’'s committee liaised with
the Men’s Shed to make raised beds for flowers and vegetables. The Cash for Clobber collection of 150 bags and
the Scrap Metal fundraiser of €8,000 are very successful undertakings. Waste minimization is an ongoing and
urgent requirement. It was good to note that you attended a talk at the Mens’ Shed regarding energy conservation.

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Riali Bruscair:

The village core was tidy and, generally, litter free on the day of adjudication. Well done on continuing to participate
in the annual and weekly litter picks and these are obviously achieving their objectives. Some signage in the village
could be freshened up. At the Cappaghwhite entrance, an announcement sign was nicely presented with a wide
grass margin and a laurel hedge backdrop. The 5 year plan mentions an old farm gate in the environs. Perhaps
this could be included in a survey of traditional buildings of agricultural heritage in your environs, of which the
beautifully restored forge and old pump are perfect examples. At the Cappamore entrance, there is a lovely small
scale building with a bicycle which was painted in the past and needs refreshing. Near here also, is a nice complex
of farm buildings one hayshed having a lovely old barrel-vaulted roof. Within the core, the Bring Centre is a very
inviting area and very well maintained. GAA Club has achieved a very high standard of presentation. You mention
in your application that you have an ongoing problem with litter at the council car park opposite the graveyard. The
fight against litter is a never-ending struggle but is so important for first impressions and for the socio-economic
wellbeing of a community.

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sraideanna Cénaithe & Ceantair Tithiochta:

We note your comments stating that residents’ groups look after their own estates and all were visited. At
Assumption Terrace the landscaped area housing the Proclamation plaque was admired. Here the area was well
manicured, surrounded by some nice attractive green landscaped area.

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Boithre Isteach, Sraideanna & Lanai:

Approach roads to Doon are enclosed by attractive stone walls in many locations. This is an important inheritance
of your environs. It would be a worthwhile objective to develop and reinforce this feature when new developments
take place. Well done on approach road presentations.

Concluding Remarks:

It was a pleasure to visit Doon and enjoy this historic location and the evident work of the committee.



